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Report Highlights:  

Rice export prices spiked 6-7 percent due to a strong demand for white and parboiled rice to fulfill 
contracted shipments, mainly to African countries.  Meanwhile, MY2019/20 off-season rice supplies 
are shrinking due to the drought.



Market Tone

Export prices of white and parboiled rice spiked 6-7 percent from the previous week as exporters are 
seeking white rice to fulfill their contracted shipments settled over the past couple of months, mainly 
with foreign buyers in African countries.  Meanwhile, supplies of MY2019/20 off-season paddy rice, 
which are just entering the market, declined significantly due to the drought.  

Additionally, Vietnamese rice supplies are reportedly tight due to unfavorable crop conditions.  As a 
result, the price difference between Thai and Vietnamese rice has decreased from U.S. $70/MT in early 
February 2020 when MY2019/20 off-season rice had not been harvested to U.S. $40-50/MT.        

Rice Export Update

Unofficial and preliminary rice exports (excluding Hom Mali fragrant rice) for March 2-8, 2020, totaled 
83,307 metric tons, up 9,240 metric tons from the previous week and up 775 metric tons from the four 
weeks moving average of 82,532 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports from January 1 – March 8, 2020, 
totaled 790,125 metric tons, down 43 percent from the same period last year.



Table 2: Weekly Rice Exports (Excluding Hom Mali Fragrant Rice) 
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